











EVACUATION

All of the City of Destin is on a barrier island. Barrier islands are “extreme risk areas”
which should be totally evacuated prior to Category 4 or 5 hurricanes.

The City of Destin partners with the Okaloosa County Emergency Operations EM @EN]@W

Center (EOC) in getting the word out before, during and after storms. Contact the

Citizens Information Line at 3-1-1 (or 850-423-4894) for any information regarding R@ADCAST

evacuations. The City will send all information about conditions in Destin to the EOC,
the local media and all of our e-mail subscribers, as it becomes available. m

Listen to one of these local
emergency broadcast stations
duri Y

If you decide to leave, leave early! If you leave from Destin, it is suggested that you go
north by using the Mid-Bay Bridge to Highway 20. From there you should turn west to
Hwy. 85 or Hwy. 285 in Niceville. From Hwy 85 or Hwy. 285, you should travel north
to 1-10.

It is important to note that east on Hwy. 20 to Freeport may be an unsafe route if storm
conditions are already in the area due to low-lying areas. West on Hwy 98 to Fort
Walton Beach may also be an unsafe route if storm conditions are already in the area.
Of course, this is PRIOR to sustained winds in excess of 35 miles per hour because
once the wind speeds reach that level ALL bridges will be closed.

Always map out several alternative routes using the back roads. That's because there is
the possibility for heavy traffic congestion on the main roads leaving Destin.

When traffic signals are not working, intersections should be treated as four-way stops.
To prevent accidents, please wait your turn and always be PATIENT!
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IF YOU STAY

If you don't live in an evacuation zone or a mobile or manufactured home, you should probably stay home if your house is secure,
shuttered and can withstand a hurricane. Make sure family members or a neighbor know that you will be there. Determine a "safe
room" in your residence where you can ride out the storm. Rooms without windows such as bathrooms, pantries, laundry rooms,
stairwells, hallways or large interior closets are good choices. Gather all supplies you will need early. Stock the safe room with:
food, water, flashlights, battery-operated radio or TV, extra batteries, medication, clothing, mattress, blankets and pillows, cell
phone, games or books, and important papers.



SHELTER FROM THE STORM

B Do not walk through flowing or standing
water.

B Do not drive through flowing or standing
water. Unseen obstructions or hazards may
cause damage to you or your vehicle.

B Avoid downed power lines and electrical
wires. Report downed power lines to the
power company.

W Be alert for small animals that are flushed
out by flooding conditions.

B Turn on the electricity one breaker at a
time and watch for smoke or sparks.

ully check for structural damage
ntering a building.

ghly check your house for gas leaks.
oke, use candles or open flames
are sure no leaks exist; ventilate
area if you think gas is present.

PUBLIC SHELTERS

There are NO shelters in Destin. Currently, Okaloosa County has three main
shelters located north of Destin in or near Crestview. They are:

® Antioch Elementary School - 4700 Whitehurst in Crestview, FL

m Baker School - 1369 14th Street in Baker, FL (Access off of Route 4 in Baker -
Look for signs on right side of road when you get into Baker. If you miss the sign,
turn right at the caution light in Baker, then right again.)

® Davidson Middle School - 6261 Old Bethel Rd. in Crestview, FL. During a
time when shelters may be opened you can call the Citizens Information Line at
3-1-1 (or 850-423-4894 for cell phone and out-of-county users) and to find out
which shelters are open and if they are full. You can also get driving directions.

SPECIAL NEEDS SHELTERS

If you or your family member has special needs and will need assistance during
an evacuation, here's what you need to know. People are generally registered
through their home health provider, hospice, or their medical equipment
provider. However, people can call Okaloosa County Emergency Operations
Center at 651-7560 to ask that a special needs registration form be sent to them.
Once the forms are received, they are sent to the Okaloosa County Health
Department for evaluation. The Health Department makes the decision as to
who is eligible to go to the Special Needs Shelter. This decision is based on
established criteria. The Health Department also operates the shelter when it

is activated. The special needs shelter is located at Davidson Middle School in
Crestview and can house only 65 special needs residents. For more information,
please contact the Health Dept. at (850) 833-9240 x 2304.

OCT TO PROVIDE EMERGENCY RIDES
TO SHELTERS

Whenever the National Weather Service issues a severe weather warning or
watch for Okaloosa County, Destin residents with no other means of transporta-
tion to evacuate are encouraged to call Okaloosa County Transit (OCT) to arrange
transportation to emergency shelters. If you live in a hurricane evacuation zone,
mobile home, are electricity dependent, or otherwise cannot stay in your home
during a severe weather event, you should call 833-9168 for transportation to one
of the county’s designated shelters. All rides to shelters are free, during a declared
emergency. Once sustained winds reach 35 mph vehicles are called off the road;
therefore, it is imperative that citizens seeking shelter comply with the follow
requirements:

e Provide a complete address including apartment or lot number of your pick up
location, and a phone number where we can reach you with pick up information
in advance.

* Once the shelters are open, citizens who have requested transportation will be
called and informed of estimated pick up time.

e Be ready to travel when the vehicle arrives. (Depending on the severity and
speed of the storm and number of citizens requiring transportation, drivers will
not be able to wait or make additional trips.)

For more information on Okaloosa County Transit please visit their website at
www.rideoct.org.

TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

If you are a Destin resident and require special transportation assistance when
evacuation orders are given, the City of Destin wants to know. Officials are
assessing how many people in our City do not have the means of getting to

an Okaloosa County designated shelter if a mandatory evacuation order was
issued. If you need transportation assistance, please call City Hall at 837-

4242 to let us know your name, address, telephone number, why you can't
evacuate, where you live and how many people in the household would require
transportation. Again, a transportation assistance program transports you ONLY
to a designated shelter in Okaloosa County.



RE-ENTRY INFORMATION

WHAT TO EXPECT FROM YOUR CITY

In the event a major hurricane strikes Destin, please allow the City time to reopen
any heavily damaged areas PRIOR to your return.

B City officials will work with our partners to let homeowners or their designees
into the impacted area(s) to view their property, as soon as it is safe to do so.

B [ncreased law enforcement will patrol both on land and by water.

B Possible mandatory curfews could exist immediately after the hurricane.

B Fire and emergency medical response will operate once the winds have
decreased below 35 mph sustained.

B Debris cleaning teams will begin clearing major roadways for emergency
response once the storm is passed.

B Public Services will be inspecting and cleaning debris from drainage systems
citywide.

B Debris clearing contractors will begin assisting with cleanup of debris 24 hours
post storm.

B The City will call in the phone, gas, water, electric utilities crews to assess and
repair damages done to their infrastructures.

B |mmediately after the storm, when it is safe to do so, City damage assessment
teams will begin assessing damage to structures and residences. They will also be
inspecting damage to city buildings and citywide infrastructure.

B Checkpoints may be set up and manned by Okaloosa County Sheriff deputies,
or the National Guard, to cordon off severely damaged areas. NO ONE will be
allowed access into those areas until it is safe. Usually, the Holiday Isle and Crystal
Beach neighborhoods are the most affected because of the storm surge, and may be
inaccessible.

B After the storm, City staff will be inspecting structures for habitability. They

will inspect each structure and place a bright green inspection placard for those
buildings that are habitable or that are habitable and need repairs. They will

also place a red inspection placard on buildings deemed UNSAFE for human
occupancy. These inspection cards will be placed on a visible location on the
outside of a structure. Do not remove the inspection notices until authorized to do
so by City staff. Red placard on homes means the building has been determined

to be structurally UNSAFE and owners must contact the City of Destin Building
Department to determine corrective steps.

B During the times when sections of the City may be closed, the City MAY
implement a windshield tour of the damaged area for the affected property owners.
However, in order to gain entry, each property owner or their designee will have
to have an official City of Destin Re-Entry Pass. Information on obtaining Re-Entry
Passes will be distributed to the media shortly following the storm.

FOR RETURNING RESIDENTS

As in the past, residents and property owners in the affected area(s) must bring
the following items to get a Re-Entry Pass. All documents MUST show the Destin
address. Both of these requirements are for your protection. (1) A PICTURE ID:
This can be a valid Drivers License, Military ID, State-issued 1D, or U.S. Passport,
AND; (2) PROOF OF RESIDENCY OR OWNERSHIP: This can be a utility bill,
voter registration card or insurance policy.

Please be aware that in the event of a
catastrophic event, the entire City of
Destin could be inaccessible. If that
happens there could be checkpoints
from the Okaloosa/Walton County
line to the Mid-Bay Bridge to the

Marler Bridge at East Pass. You willjii
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4200 Indian Bayou Trail
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FOR OUT-OF-TOWN
PROPERTY OWNERS

If, as a homeowner, you wish to allow a contractor
or a designee to have access to your property you
must provide Destin City Hall with: (1) PROOF OF
OWNERSHIP; AND (2) NAME OF THE PERSON
YOU ARE AUTHORIZING ACCESS to your property.

For your convenience, property owners can down-
load the Emergency Access Authorization Form

off the website and fax it along with the required
documentation to the City of Destin at 850-650-9250
prior to a storm. Please remember that after the
storm, the person you designate as your representa-
tive will still need to get a Re-Entry Pass. You will
need to let them know they have to show a picture
ID to pick up the pass.

A Re-Entry Pass will be issued solely to survey the
property for damage and cleanup. Any type of
permanent repair or reconstruction work will require
a building permit. A building permit will ONLY be
issued to those contractors who are registered with
the Destin Building Department.

DEBRIS
PICKUP TIPS

Before a storm do not cut down
trees or do any major yard
work. Your yard waste may not
be picked up prior to the storm
and therefore, will become
flying debris.

After the storm please do not
delay in cleaning your property
and getting the debris to the
right of way. The City of Destin
will work as quickly as possible
to pick up the debris and is
limited in its time to do so.

Remember to separate your
debris into piles. . . One for
household garbage . . . One
for recycling, . .. One for yard
waste and . . . One for any
construction debris.



