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Is waiting for this quarterly

newsletter too slow for you

to find out what is going

on in the City of Destin?

     Then go to the city's

website at:

www.cityofdestin.com

and sign up for FREE  e-

news alerts.

      You will receive all the

latest information about

city services, programs, and

traffic conditions as it

happens.

     Also, now that hurri-

cane season (June 1-

November 30)  is here,

take the time to also

register for any Hurricane

Updates that may be issued

by the City.
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This photo was taken on Friday,
May 4th, the first day sand was
pumped on the beach at James
Lee Park.  After eight long years
of effort by the City of Destin, its
eastern-most beaches are NOW
being restored! Equipment moved
into the area in late April and
began pumping sand on Friday,
May 4, 2007.
     This beach restoration project
will focus on the Crystal Beach
area of Destin.  Those are the
beaches that are located along the
eastern portion of the City of
Destin  from Henderson State
Park east to the Walton County
line.
     It is approximately two miles
of beaches. This area has six
public beach access points.  Five

of them are maintained by
the City of Destin, one by
Okaloosa County.
     These six beach accesses
comprise 32% of beach
accesses in Okaloosa County
along the Gulf of Mexico.
These beaches have been
declared by the State of
Florida as a "critical erosion
area", and are the most
critically eroded beaches in
Okaloosa County.
     This particular beach
restoration project is a joint
partnership between the City
of Destin and Walton
County. In total, the Beach
Restoration project will
restore 7.1 miles of beaches in
Walton County and Destin at

Spring 2007

w ant t o r e-
ceiv e city ne w s
as it happens?

place
photo
here

Check out the city's website at: www.cityofdestin.com for weekly updates and photos of the
beach restoration project!
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Photo depicts the level of
erosion that's occurred along

a segment of Destin's
shoreline from 1994, 2001,

and 2007.

a total cost of $27,733,399.
Destin's share of the project is
31% or $8,597,353.69. The
bulk of Destin's local share
(50%) is being paid through the
Okaloosa County Tourist
Development Council; the
other 50% by a state grant.
    As you may recall, the project
actually began in January 2006
in Walton County.  Work was
halted in July 2006 as a result
of turtle "takes" and resumed in
Walton County in November
2006. The company then left
the area to meet a prior
obligation in South Florida, but
is back now to finish the
project prior to hurricane
season.



According to Coastal Living Magazine, Destin has

one of America's Top Ten Harbors.  The list

appears in Coastal Living's April 2007 issue and

at coastalliving.com website.

     The article says that despite the high rises and

other resort town enticements in Destin, the

heart of the city "still beats at the harbor" and

offers "Old Florida Heritage" in restaurants, such

as Dewey Destin Seafood Restaurant.

     Jim Breitenfeld of the Destin Harbor Assn.

says, "The Destin Harbor is unique; a very special

place that combines heritage and history with the

Southeast's largest fishing fleet.

     Mayor Craig Barker says, "The Destin Harbor

is certainly what sets Destin apart from other

coastal communities. It is a real treasure the

citizens of Destin can be very proud of."

On Tuesday, April 3, a group of

concerned Destin citizens including

city staff, and representatives from

the Destin Harbor Association took a

boat tour of Norriego Point.  There's

concern that a breach may be devel-

oping along the northern end of the

point. This could make navigating

the harbor unsafe, especially for

recreational boaters.  The City is

working with the Army Corps of

Engineers and the Florida Depart-

ment of Environmental Protection

(F-DEP) to develop some options to

shore up the point. The photo on the

right shows a May 2005 aerial of

Norriego Point.  Overlayed on that,

in blue, is the 2007 outline of

Norriego Point.
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Help Keep the Harbor and Waterways around
Destin Clean.  Become a Clean Boater!

Call the City's Engineering Dept. at 837-4242
 for more information.

CLEAN BOATER
City of Destin, FL

Photo Courtesy of Destin Harbor Assn.
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This photo shows an April 2004 aerial of

Holiday Isle.  Overlayed on that, in yellow, is

the March 2007 Global Positioning System

(GPS) reading of the current shore line.  This

photo dramatizes how much erosion has

occurred along Holiday Isle in just the past

three years.  The City is currently conducting

a sand search for the restoration of its western

beaches (Holiday Isle to the western boundary

of Henderson Beach State Park.)  Right now,

the City has the money to perform the design,

engineering, and permitting of the new beach,

which will be initiated as soon as a source of

sand is found (early summer).  The permitting

process takes 6-9 months.  Under the best of

circumstances, the soonest the City could

build a new beach is Spring 2008.

Unfortunately, the City has no money

available for the actual restoration of the

beach, which is estimated at $10,000,000.

The City is working to find the dollars for the

project by partnering with Okaloosa County

and the Tourist Development Council, and

Eglin  Air Force Base.
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The City of Destin celebrated Arbor Day on

Friday, April 27, 2007, by planting a group of

live oaks at Clement Taylor Park.

      City of Destin’s Environmental Officer

and Harbor Master David Bazylak says, “This

year’s tree will be planted in memory of Betty

Najarian.  She was the wife of former City

Council Member Jerry Najarian.  Mrs.

Najarian was a long time resident of Destin

who recently passed away.”

     The group of live oaks was donated to the

city by Lawnscape Services through the efforts

of Bradford Davis, local landscape architect

and land planner.
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The Destin

Community Center is

now a satellite office

for the Florida

Department of

Highway Safety and

Motor V ehicles.

On the First and

Second W ednesdays

of each month from

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

you can renew your

driver's license there

instead of going into

Fort W alton Beach.

They offer all services

pert aining to driver

licenses that are

available in Ft. W alton,

and there is usually no

line!

Please note:  You can
only renew your license
if it is within 18 months
of  expiration.

To anticipate and provide for the needs of the
City of Destin's existing and future residents,
the Florida Growth Management Act requires
a Comprehensive Plan, or blueprint for the
City's future growth and development, to be
periodically evaluated to ensure it's effective in
addressing growth and community prefer-
ences.  The public is invited to attend a
community workshop in June to identify
issues they want addressed in the update of
Destin's Comprehensive Plan.  Need more
information?  Call Ashley Grana, Comprehen-
sive Planning Manager at 837-4242 or e-mail
at: agrana@cityofdestin.com

When:
Thursday , June 7, 2007

TIme:
5: 30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Where:
City Council Chambers
City Hall Annex
4100 Two Trees Road

Get involved and share your ideas!



Destin City Hall

4200 Two Trees Road

Destin, FL  32541

(850) 837-4242

www.cityofdestin.com

Ma yor Cr aig Bar k er

Council Member Jim Bagb y

Council Member T ed Cor cor an

Council Member De we y Des tin

Council Member Cyr on Mar ler

Council Member Sam See v er s

Council Member Lar r y W illig es

Council Member K ell y W indes

City Manag er Gr eg Kisela
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Road Resurfacing Projects:

On April 23rd, the City of Destin began

its road resurfacing maintenance project

for this fiscal year. The city streets that

will be affected are listed in the box at

the left.  The milling process takes

approximately two weeks to complete.

Then flat curbing will be installed along

both sides of Sibert Avenue and Main

Street. The curbing process should take

about two months to complete.  Finally

new asphalt will be placed on all the

roads. Thirday  days after that the roads

will be striped.  Barring any severe

weather, the roadways are projected to

be completed by September 2007.

n      Sibert Avenue

(from Calhoun Ave to Kelly Street)

n n n n n Main Street

(from Bayou Drive to Indian Trail)

n n n n n Gulf shore Drive

(from Sandpiper Cove to the

Norriego Point)

For any questions you may

have, please contact the

Public Works Department

at 837-6869.

Legion Drive - BEFORE

Legion Drive - DESIGN

Legion Drive - AFTER (as of April 2007)

Legion Drive Update:

Pictures Tell the Story.   Take a Look at the Progress!


