MINUTES

BUSINESS TAX RECEIPT (BTR)
STUDY COMMISSION MEETING

JANUARY 23, 2018— 10: 00 AM

CITY HALL ANNEX COUNCIL CHAMBERS
1.

CALL TO ORDER:

The Business Tax Receipt ( BTR) Study Commission met in regular session with the
following members and City staff present:
2.

ROLL CALL:

Members Present

Staff Present

Tom Weidenhamer

City Manager Carisse LeJeune
City Clerk Rey Bailey
Deputy City Manager Steve Schmidt
Community Development Director Jennifer Bryla

John Stephens III

Ed Smith
John Duplantis
Ken Wampler

Casey Jones
Members Absent
Pati Ter ak

Kimberly Mergler
3.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

January 3, 2018

Minutes of the January 3, 2018 committee meeting were unanimously approved.
4.

OLD BUSINESS
A. Business Tax Receipt ( BTR) Ordinance— Fee Schedule

Chairman Wampler informed the group that he and Ms. Susan Destin went through the
City of Destin's current fee schedule, and using the City of Dunedin's current fee schedule
format, they filled-in most of the numbers in the appropriate Standard Industrial Classification
for the different businesses in the

City. Fees that have yet to be entered and are
by
He also explained that in the current City ordinance,
certain fees are based on the number of employees by a company. In many cases a $ 50 - $ 200
range is used instead of a defined fee, and that fees are determined by the following:
SIC)

codes

represented

question

A

1 to 5

A

6 to 20

employees = $

50

employees = $

21 to 50
51

marks (????).

100

employees= $

150

or more employees= $

200

He recommends removing the range and having a set number for each category similar to
that of the City of Jacksonville Beach and the City of Dunedin; both of which use a set amount
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fees

He also suggests they determine the entities
included in each category as well as the number of employees, and then define the proposed rate
of

regardless

the

of

size

of

the company.

based on the average.
There were no objections to Chairman Wampler's suggestions.

According to Mr. Weidenhamer, he would support removing the range based on the
number of employees; however, he would prefer keeping some kind of range based on the
number of equipment belonging to a company.

Mr. Duplantis pointed out they may only have 5 employees this time of the year; but, that
number may increase to 50 during the summer time.
Chairman Wampler noted that Mr. Duplantis' BTR rate is based on the number of
vessels.

Mr. Duplantis recommends that livery vessels be permitted at a lesser amount that is
more

the

average around

the State;

which

is

about $

25

per vessel.

He also recommends that

permitting of the vessels comes up at the same time as the annual BTR renewals.
Chairman Wampler suggests all BTR renewals and all permit renewals are done at the

same time every year.

Community Development Director Jennifer Bryla explained that part of the reason for

having the BTR and permit renewals done at different times is because staff is required to send
all the registrations out and process all the registrations back, which takes considerable amount
of time.

There was a question as to the current BTR rates and SIC code for livery vessels.
Ms. Bryla
engaged

in

the

noted

the

operation

current

of

SIC

sports,

code

for

livery

amusement

vessel

and

is 7999— Establishments primarily

recreational

services,

not

elsewhere

classified: Boat rental pleasure/ boat partyfishing.
Mr. Stephens

noted

the BTR fee had

a

sliding

range of$

50-$ 200 based on the number of

employees; and then a certain amount is charged for each vessel.
Chairman Wampler
motorcycles"

be

placed

suggests

under "

that "

boats, yachts, Jet Skis, each equipment, sailboat,

Amusement and recreation services, not elsewhere classified

7999)" which is on page 11 of the fee schedule.

There were no objections from the other members of the committee.

Chairman Wampler noted there is not a SIC code for craft brewery.
Ms. Bryla stated they are not quite sure if it is manufacturing, restaurant, wholesale or
retail.
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The City Manager noted that the City of Boynton Beach placed craft brewery under
Beverage

Manufacturing"; and that the tasting rooms were an accessory use.

Ms. Bryla pointed out they would need a separate BTR for a restaurant if food is being
served.

Next, Chairman Wampler noted that the current SIC code for arborist is 78304; which

does not make sense because it is under" Utility trailer and recreation vehicle rental."
Ms. Bryla

suggests "

Holticultural Specialties ( 0181)."

She also pointed out that most

municipalities sublet the SIC code and have gone to the North American Institute Classification
System ( NAICS).

Chairman Wampler asked that each member of the committee study the fee schedule and
make notes relative to what they think is a reasonable fee. He would then add a column showing
a 30 percent increase for all the fees as previously agreed upon by the committee. However, he

would leave the ranges blank and rely on staff to find the average fees, which would then be
increased by 30 percent.
5.

NEXT MEETING DATE
After

a

brief discussion, the committee agreed to schedule their next meeting on

Wednesday, February 21, 2018, at 10: 00 AM.
6.

ADJOURNMENT

Having no further business at this time, the meeting was adjourned at 11: 25 AM.
ADOPTED THIS 21sT DAY OF FEBRUARY 2018

By:

Ken Wampler, Chairman
ATTEST:

Rey

ai ey, City Clerk
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