2016 City of Destin Annual Progress Report
Local Mitigation Strategy and Community Rating System

Introduction
In 2011, Okaloosa County and all its municipalities adopted a substantially revised version of the Local
Mitigation Strategy (LMS). The new LMS was found in compliance by the Florida Division of Emergency
Management in April 2011, and by the Federal Emergency Management Agency in May 2011. By July 2011, all
the municipalities as well as the County had passed ordinances or resolutions adopting the 2011 LMS. Because
it includes a comprehensive analysis of the County’s and municipalities’ floodplain areas and floodplain
management strategies, as well as analyses of all other hazards by which the County is threatened, the LMS
serves as the County’s and participating municipalities’ Hazard Mitigation Plan as provided in Section 510 of the
Community Rating System (CRS) Coordinator’s Manual.
This Annual Report is structured to comply with the requirements of CRS Activity 510 reporting criteria as
provided on pages 510-30 and 510-31 of the National Flood Insurance Program Community Rating System
Coordinator’s Manual, FEMA publication FIA-15/2007.

Annual Report Preparation, Submittal to Governing Bodies, Release to Media, and Public Availability
This annual report was prepared internally by the City of Destin Community Development Department and has
been submitted to the governing body.
For credit under the Community Rating System, this Annual Report must be distributed to the media and be
made available to the public. To this end, it is being sent to the Destin Log, and copies of this Report are
available for review or download online at the Local Mitigation Strategy (LMS) link in the Community
Development portion of the City Website, and may be viewed or obtained in hard copy at the Community
Development Department’s offices located at 4100 Indian Bayou Trail, Destin, Florida 32541. The entire 2011
LMS, as amended, may also be accessed via the Growth Management portion of the Okaloosa County website
or at the County Growth Management office locations.

Revisions to Local Mitigation Strategy
Okaloosa County staff developed a new project ranking criteria in which to evaluate projects based on how well
they meet requirements of the Community Rating System, and if they consider environmental impacts, possible
funding sources, community benefits, and loss of life prevention. An explanation of the ranking criteria
accompanies the ranking criteria Excel spreadsheet to help explain how the point system awards numerical
values to each project.
New projects have been submitted by the City of Destin as a result of the floods in April 2014:
Installation of stormwater swales and retention for Sandalwood Drive, Calhoun Avenue, the Joe’s Bayou area,
the Kelly Street area, the Maltezos Street area, and in the Indian Bayou subdivision.
The following projects have been completed:
Installed a substantial stormwater pump, with generator backup, to alleviate chronic flooding and repetitive loss
in the Heritage Run subdivision area.

The following projects have been removed from the attached project list:
None.

Status of LMS Goals and Objectives
At this time, much of the work identified in the LMS is ongoing.
The Goals and Objectives (the statements under each Goal), provide the broad range of what is to be
accomplished during the five-year planning period from 2011 through 2016 by the LMS Steering Committee.
Since Action Items are, for the most part, ongoing activities – such as implementation of the Florida Building
Code, Floodplain Management practices, etc. – that are undertaken as part of the County’s and municipalities’
day-to-day operations, their status is ongoing. Projects, on the other hand, may be part of on-going,
programmatic activities (such as, for example, installing generators to supply emergency power at key
infrastructure) or major, one-time (or at least very long term) upgrades of facilities such as the replacement of
culverts and swale system in Indian Bayou subdivision. At the time of this 2016 Annual Report, all of the
Goals and Objectives are being met, and projects have been completed as noted, above.

2016 LMS Projects
Appendix E of the LMS (Attachment “A” hereto) shows the current list of LMS projects as approved by the LMS
Committee. This list also provides the status of each project, and states the reason (typically lack of funds) for
any projects for which action has been deferred. It should be noted that a grant was received by the City of
Destin through National Fish and Wildlife Foundation’s Gulf Environmental Benefit Fund which was provided as
a result of a settlement of the Deep Horizon oil spill. The grant funding was specifically earmarked for
substantial completion of stormwater swale and retention projects listed as “New Projects,” above, which will
improve water quality with the additional benefit of mitigating significant flooding issues in those areas. As of
this writing, bids are being solicited and contracts are being approved for the projects, and the City anticipates
that they will be fully executed in the near future.

New Projects, Revised Recommendations, or City Projects not in the LMS with CRS Implications
In the upcoming budget year, the City plans to update its stormwater master plan. Additional projects include
an engineering analysis for flooding on 2nd Street, upgrading the storm system at Main Street/Indian Trail, lining
the hydrodynamic separator on Gulf Shore Drive, replacing old corrugated metal pipe on Chickasaw Way, and
replacing the drainage system at the pedestrian tunnel on Scenic Highway 98.

